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“the alling Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mr Dudley Beseneyeke, who took over 


the leadership of his country on the death of his “T6 months age, re~ 
signed on 12th October 53 and hes heen succeeded by Sir John Kotelawala. 
Geylion's present precarious political and economic situation cal. for 8 strong 
man at the hele of sffairs and Sir John is regarded as the outstanding man for 
the job. 


*[n bis first address after the aseumption of office, Sir John uttered a warn- 
ing to the Commmists, whe proved themselves ominously capable of intinidation 
and violence in the August disturbances, thet he would resist violence with all 
his pover and it would be one of his forencet duties to stamp out Coamunian 
frou the country. 


“Speaking on foreign polley, Sir John sald that it would be based on the closest 
eliiance with immedtate neighbours under the leadership of India's Prine 
Minister, Mr Nehru, on faith in the British Commonwealth and on full support 
to the UN /of Which Ceylon is not a member/. 


"after a lapse of 12 years, the Ceylon Government have once more allowed 
private traders to import rice, with the condition that the purchase price 
must be the same or lower than which the dovernment pays for rice from Burma 
and Chine, Thle price is in the region of bh 50 a ton. Ceylon imports about 
470 thousand tops of rice from Burma and China under the 1954 contrect," 
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